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Hmong Population Around the World

A Asia

China1 4,500,000 (estimate) In China, Hmong are classified in the broader
Vietnam i 558,000 AMi aod Group. The #AMiaoo
Laos i 316,000 Hmong, Kho Xiong, Hmu and A Hmao.

Thailand 7 124,000 i -

Burmai 2,656 g 7 s

A Western Countries

United States i 200,000-250,000
France 1 15,000

Australiai 1,860

Canadai 640

French Guyana i 1,800
Argentina i 250

New Zealand - 150

Germany - 70

Estimates from Dr. Nicholas Tapp and Dr. Gary Yia Lee,
http://members.ozemail.com.au/~yeulee/Topical/12point%20st
atement.html



http://members.ozemail.com.au/~yeulee/Topical/12point statement.html
http://members.ozemail.com.au/~yeulee/Topical/12point statement.html

Hmong in China

It is estimated that 4,500,000 Hmong live in Southern China, primarily

in Guizhou and Yunnan Provinces in the Southwest.
The map is from The China Webpage http://www.chinapage.com/map/province-english.jpg



Hmong in Southeast Asia
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In Southeast Asia, Hmong live in Vietham, Laos, Thailand, and Burma.
The map is from the Perry-Castaneda online map collection of the University of Texas
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/middle_east_and_asia/indochina_rel85.jpg



Origins of the Hmong People in China
and Southeast Asia

A 2700 B.C.: It is believed by some
scholars that the Hmong Occupied
the Yellow River region of China
at this time. King Chi You, a
legendary King prominent in
Chinese History is believed to
have been Hmong by many

A Linguistic scholar Martha Ratliff in
a 2004 article only found evidence
of Hmong in Southern China using
ancient linguistic records tied to
the Hmong language and Chinese
historical accounts

A Other scholars have posited that
Hmong may have originated in
Siberia and even the Middle East,
there is very little existing support
for these theories

A Chinese statue of King Chi You is in the Photo




Timeline of Recent Hmong History

1790-1860 A.D.: Many Hmong migrate
out of China to Laos, Northern Vietnam,
and Thailand

1963-1975: The Vietnham War and the
U.S. Secret Army in Laos

1975: Hmong Refugees Move to Thailand

1976 to Present Time: Hmong refugees
move to the U.S., France, Australia,
French Guyana, and Canada

December 2003: U.S. State Department
agrees to accept applications for
resettlement from 15,000 Laotian Hmong
refugees living in Wat Thamkrabok,
Thailand

2004-2006: More than 15,000 Hmong
refugees from Wat Tham Krabok arrive in
Minnesota, California, Wisconsin and
other states

The photo shows a Black Hmong boy in Vietham. Hmong began
moving to Vietham and other Southeast Asian countries at the end
of the 18" century. The photo is from the Tribal Textiles website:

http://www.tribaltextiles.info/Assets/images/Vietnam/Black_
Hmong/9510137T.JPG




Hmong Rol e 1 n
1963-1975

A AiMr. Popodo Edgar Buel |,
Indiana farmer and humanitarian
worker who was associated with the
U.S. Information Office was a key
figure who began working with Hmong
in Laos in the late 1950s

A In 1961, Colonel Bill Lair, representing
the CIA, met with Vang Pao, leader of
the Hmong army in Laos to initiate a
secret cooperative relationship
between Hmong and U.S. operatives
in Laos

A The CIA coordinated the effort against
the Communists in Laos in partnership
with the Hmong military leader General
Vang Pao and the Royal Lao
Government

The photo shows CIA officers training Hmong
soldiers in late 1961. The photo is from a collection
of the Chippewa Valley Museum in Eau Claire, WI

http://www.cvmuseum.com/Hmong3.html




Hmong Role 1 n the CI A
1963-1975

Long Cheng 1 an airbase in Laos 1
was the focal point of the Hmong and
U.S. effort to defeat the Communist
Pathet Lao and North Viethamese in
Laos

The late William Colby, Director of the
CIA during the Reagan administration,
credited the Hmong with saving the
lives of thousands of U.S. soldiers as
they blocked the North Vietnamese
from their efforts to extend the Ho Chi
Minh Trail into Laos for several years

The full extent of the Hmong role
assisting the U.S. in the Vietnam War
era was not officially acknowledged by
the CIA and U.S. officials until the
early 1980s

This 1998 photo shows the long-abandoned Long
Cheng airstrip in Laos from the air. From
Adventures in Laos Website:

http://homepage.mac.com/peterlaos/Laos1998/Gall
eryl5.html




Hmong Role 1 n the CI A
1963-1975
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The map shows the Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos, and Vietnam. The Hmong played an important role

in preventing the North Viethamese Communists from extending the Ho Chi Minh Trail from Vietnam into
Laos for several years.

The map is from the Nixon/Kissinger/Vietham Website
http://www.geocities.com/nixonkissingerpeacemaker/images/part2ch5pic2.jpg



Hmong Rol e 1 n

A

A

1963-1975

Estimates are that 30,000-40,000
Hmong died during the duration of the
Vietham War in Laos

In June 1974, the last Air America
plane and last U.S. military personnel
left Laos. Over 40,000 North
Vietnamese troops remained in Laos
at this time to assist the Communist
Pathet Lao

In May 1975, the Hmong General

Vang Pao was evacuated by air to
Thailand, thousands of Hmong were

left behind. Later In 1975 the Pathet

Lao publicly announced their plans to

Awi pe outo the Hmong

The photo shows the cover of Roger

book about the Hmong refugee exodus from Laos,
Out of Laos
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